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Whova App
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Goals

• Learn techniques to actively, cognitively and emotionally 
engage students in content being taught.

• Learn that the Total Participation Techniques provide
diverse learners, reluctant learners, all learners a way 
to be active participants in the conversation, in the 
learning. 
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Agenda

• Why Total Participation Techniques – Research

• Total Participation Techniques – Packet for Strategies

• Total Participation Techniques – Strategy: Hold-Ups

• Total Participation Techniques – Strategy: On the Spot

• Total Participation Techniques – Strategy: Movement

• Total Participation Techniques – Strategy: Concept Analysis

• Reflections and Feedback
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Why Total Participation Techniques

“Total Participation Techniques (TPTs) are teaching 

techniques that provide teachers with evidence of 

cognitive engagement and active participation from all 

students at the same time. The technique counters teacher 

bias and helps ensure equity in participation.”

Himmele, P., & Himmele, W. (2017, 2nd edition). Total participation 
techniques: Making every student an active learner (1st ed.). 

Alexandria, VA:ASCD. 

www.totalparticipationtechniques.com

http://www.totalparticipationtechniques.com/
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Total Participation Technique
The Ripple
3. Volunteers or selected 

students share with the 
whole class. 

2. Students share responses 
in pairs or small groups. 

1. All students respond 
individually to a higher-
order prompt.

From: Total participation techniques: Making every student  an active 

learner, (2017 2nd edition), by Persida and William Himmele. 
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The “Ripple” – It’s about intentional 
learning not about the activity.

Ripple IS…

• A way of posing questions to 

maximize actual learning time.

• A way to engage each and every 

student.

• A way that all students can respond 

to a prompt using Quick-Writes or 

other TPT structures.

• Beneficial for all students especially 

English learners, socially tentative 

students, and students with special 

needs. 

Ripple IS NOT…

• A traditional Q & A session

• Calling on an individual student for 

the answer. 

• Simply group work.

• Intimidating and putting students 

“on the spot”.
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• Hold Up Cards:  True/Not True, Multiple Choice, Number or Letter 

Cards

• Appointment Agenda 

• Processing Card – Ready to Share/Still Thinking

• Laminated content-related charts, e.g., branches of government, 

periodic table, formula tables, writing process editing symbols

• Bounce Card 

• Three 3’s in a Row Response Card

• Extra Index Cards for responses

• Laminated piece of light colored construction paper

• Dry erase pen

• Post-It-Notes

Total Participation Technique Folder
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Total Participation 
Techniques 
Hold Ups
NUMBER OR LETTER CARDS
TRUE – NOT TRUE CARDS
MULTIPLE CHOICE 



10

•Selected Response

•Number or Letter Cards

•True/Not True

•Multiple-Choice Hold-Ups

•Whiteboard Hold-Ups

Total Participation Technique 
Hold-ups
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• At least a quarter of students drop out of school. 

• Every 9 seconds a student drops out.  (Leher, Johnson, 
Bremer, Cosio & Thompson 2004). 

• The most at risk students are: African American, Latino, 
and Native American; their drop out rate is twice that of their 
white peers (Balfanz et al. 2010).

• Three-quarters of state prison inmates are dropouts 
(Martin & Halperin 2006). Illiteracy is rampant among 
inmates.

What does this mean to us?

The High Cost of Disengagement
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What do you think is the number ONE reason students 

give for dropping out of school?

A. Students were failing and the requirements were 

difficult.

B. Students left for personal reasons (to get a job to help 

support their family, bullying, etc.).

C. Students were bored, classes were not interesting.

D. Students missed too many days and could not make 

up all the work.

1. Letter Cards – Hold Ups
What Do You Think?
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Number one reason Drop Outs give is BOREDOM! 

• Students want engagement, hands-on learning, and the 

opportunity to debate and discuss.

• TPTs force students to be actively and cognitively 

engaged. Students can no longer hide behind the 3-4 

students who always raise their hand.

• BEWARE – disengagement is a learned behavior, but 

effective teaching can make the difference by cognitively 

engaging students.

1. Multiple Choice Hold-Up
Student Engagement
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2. True-Not True Hold-Ups

Please decide if the statements below are true or not true. 

1. If there is high engagement in a class activity, there is

high learning.

2. Beach Ball questions engage all students.

3. Total Participation Techniques allow all students an

opportunity for cognitive engagement.

4. Speaking and listening activities support deep learning.

5. Building a TPT-conducive classroom requires intentionality.
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LEGISLATIVE

BRANCH

EXECUTIVE 

BRANCH

JUDICIAL 

BRANCH

3. Multiple Choice – Hold Ups
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• Hold-Ups are interaction-based activities that use response 
cards.

• Students interactively reflect on a prompt and hold up a 
card, paper, or whiteboard in response.

• Studies indicate that response cards are useful for improving 
participation and on-task behavior.

• Good strategy for a quick, formative assessment.

Note: Response cards only effective when they are used as 
part of intentional learning goals and are labeled for 
students. 

Total Participation Technique Hold Ups
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Total Participation 
Techniques 
On The Spot
QUICK DRAW

CHALKBOARD SPLASH
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Quick Draw provides an opportunity to demonstrate understanding 
of an abstract term (i.e. renewable resource) or abstract concept  
(i.e. sustainability). Use with any age group.

How it works:

• Select a big idea or major concept within your lesson

• Ask students to reflect on the meaning of the concept and 

create a visual image that represents that concept.

• Ask students to share and explain their image with a partner, 

in a small group, or in a Chalkboard Splash.

Do a quick draw to describe student engagement.

4. Quick Draw
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Allows the entire class to see the collective responses of 

their peers.

• Select prompt, questions or sentence starter.

• Students generate responses, and randomly copy them onto 

whiteboards or chart papers. 

• Students will wander around looking for similarities, 

differences and surprises and record their reactions.

• Students will share their observations in a small group. 

5. Chalkboard Splash
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5. Chalkboard Splash

HOW DO YOU ENGAGE YOUR STUDENTS?

Similarities Differences Surprises

Chalkboard Splash Debriefing Form
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Total Participation 
Techniques
Involving Movement
BOUNCE CARDS

THREE 3’S IN A ROW



22

• Three 3’s in a Row

• Appointment Agendas – A Pairing Tool

• Bounce Cards

• Mouth It, Air-Write it, or Show Me Using Your Fingers 

(Early Childhood)

• Line-Ups and Inside-Outside Circles

• Acting it Out, Role Plays, and Concept Charades

• Simulations

Total Participation Technique’s 
Involving Movement
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• Students use a chart to create appointments with 

different students.  

• Once agendas are filled in, you can use this as 

a pairing tool.

• Time appointment is only one of many options.

6. Appointment Agendas
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6. Appointments for Collaboration

TIME YOU HAVE AN APPOINTMENT WITH…

8:00 a.m.

8:30 a.m.

9:00 a.m.

9:30 a.m.

10:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.

11:00 a.m.



25

• Used as conversation helpers. 

• Bounce Cards give students, especially the 

more reserved students, something to say. 

• Provide a bounce card for every student.  

• Revise as necessary per individual content.

7. Bounce Cards
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7. Bounce – Beliefs…

What do you believe? I believe…

1. A total participation mindset is essential for ensuring 

active participation and cognitive engagement by all 

learners.

2. The problem with “tossing the beach ball” questioning is 

that too many students passively or actively disengage, 

giving no indication of what they are thinking or what they 

have learned.

3. The hope is that through the use of TPTs, students will 

become so actively engaged in the learning, 

they won’t be distracted by other things. 
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Bounce – Take what your partner says and “bounce” an idea off it.

That reminds me of…    I agree, because…    

True, another example is when…

Sum It Up – Rephrase what was just said in a shorter version.

I hear you saying that... So, if I understand you correctly… 

I like how you said…

Ask a question – Understand what your classmates mean by asking 

questions.

Tell me more about that…. I see your point, but what about…?

Have you thought about…?

7. Total Participation Technique Bounce Cards
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Students interact with peers and get the peers’ feedback 

on what they should write in the boxes of their template.

• Prepare nine questions based on the content. 

• Students walk around the room and ask peers to explain 

one answer.

• Students summarize their peers’ responses in their box. 

• Students find another peer to answer another question and 

rotate through to a total of nine different peers.

• Discuss answers as a class.

8. Three 3’s in a Row
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Provide a definition for 

Total Participation 

Techniques.

Explain how you plan to 

implement at least two 

TPT’s that are new to 

you next school year. 

Explain how TPTs can 

provide an environment 

for reluctant learners to 

engage. 

Explain which TPT’s, in 

your opinion, would do 

the most to ensure 

higher-order thinking.

Discuss ideal 

ingredients for a TPT 

folder that could be used 

in your classroom.

Describe an interesting 

experience with TPTs 

and discuss how it 

enhanced learning. 

Describe what you 

believe is the most 

essential ingredient in a 

TPT-conducive 

classroom.

Describe how TPTs can 

lessen the achievement 

gap.

Explain how TPTs might 

have helped you during 

you own school 

experience. 

8. Three 3’s In A Row 
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Total Participation 
Techniques 
Concept Analysis
FEATURE WALK

THREE SENTENCE SUMMARY



31

Concept Analysis 
Total Participation Techniques

•Anticipatory Guides

•Feature Walk

•Three-Sentence Wrap-Up
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9. Feature Walk

• Students analyze enlarged photocopies of 

“feature” - pictures, diagrams, maps, charts, tables, 

graphs that will aid in comprehension of concepts. 

• Students have a silent processing minute. 

• Students respond to a prompt individually, with a 

partner/small group, and then class sharing.
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9. Feature Walk

Examples of possible prompts:

•How does this poster help you better 

understand the topic?

•What is the message being conveyed?

•What clarification do you need to understand 

the concept?
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Total Participation Technique Quadrants

Low Cognition/Low 

Participation
Low Cognition/High 

Participation

High Cognition/Low 

Participation

High Cognition/High

Participation

Low Participation

Higher Order Thinking

Lower Order Thinking

High Participation

1 2

3 4

From: Total participation techniques: Making every student an active 

learner, 2nd edition, by Persida and William Himmele. 
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10. Three Sentence Summary

• At the end of a lesson, ask student to summarize it in three 
sentences or less.

• Ask students to get in groups to discuss and refine summaries. 

• Today, with a partner or small group, create a three-word 
summary about today’s learning. 

• Write it on your index card.
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Please Share Your Feedback!

Please complete at least two sentences on your index card!

THANK YOU!

1. Today was perfect because…

2. Today would have been better if…

3. If I were in charge, we would have…

4. Next time, I hope we…

5. I’m leaving feeling… 

http://bit.ly/2MMdn8T

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/102DfolxelGvu4EXIg5RkdMff5cW7lOVF
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One Small Thing
Commit to the “one small thing” you will do to 

support diverse learners next school year.

Here’s My One Small Thing…

I WILL…
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Rate This Session

Please provide feedback on this 

session on your Whova app! 

It should take you no more than 1-2 minutes!

Thank you! 

We appreciate your time to respond!

Have a great day!
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Benefits

• Appreciates Student Differences

• Grows Confidence

• Fosters Student Collaborations and Creates Empathy

• Promotes Peer Acceptance and Respectful Learning

• Establishes a Classroom Climate of Trust

• Supports Social, Emotional and Academic Learning

Benefits of Total Participation Techniques
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Total Participation (TPT) Techniques
Guiding Principles

• Every student should be given opportunities to 

become deeply and cognitively engaged with the 

content. 

• We are better together.  The differences in our 

backgrounds and collective experiences add to the 

knowledge that we can share with one another. 


